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IN THE CLAIMS 



Cancel claims 1-18 and add the following new claims: 



19. A method of ultrasonic imaging comprising administering to a 



subject a composition comprising, as a suspension in an aqueous liquid 
carrier phase, microvesicles filled with a gas mixture, in which at least one 
gas is a physiologically acceptable halogenated gas whose ratio of solubility 



in water, expressed in liters of gas by lit 



t ofwater under standard 



conditions, to square root of the molecular weighj/in daltons, is below 
0.0027; and ultrasonically imaging aiAeast abortion of said subject. 
20. The method of claim 19/, wherein the halogenated gas is a 



freon. 



2 1 . The method of claim 20, wherein the freon is CF 4 



22. The method of claim 20, wherein the freon is CBrF, 
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The method 
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nitrogen. 




34. 


The method 


carbon dioxide. 


35. 


The method 


36. 


The method 


krypton. 





1 2^2* 

: 2 cif 5 . 

:BrClF 2 . 

'2^6- 

Rio- 
ted gas is SeF 6 . 
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37. The method of claims 19, wherein the gfis mixture contains 
xenon. 

38. The method of claims 19, wherein tj/e gas mixture contains 

argon, 

39. The method of claim 19 whereirf the microvesicles are 
microbubbles bounded by a gas/liquid inte/facial closed surface made from 
dissolved surfactants. 

40. The method of claim 3(9, ^herein the^urfactants comprise 
lamellar or laminar phospholipids./ 

4 1 . The method of claim 401, wherein ^least part of the 
phospholipids are in the form ofwinosomes/ 

42. The method of claim /4 1 5/ wherein the liquid carrier phase 
further contains stabilizers. 

43. The method of claifn 40, wherein at least one of the 
phospholipids is a diacylphospnatidyl compound wherein the acyl group is 
a C 16 fatty acid residue or a higher homologue thereof. 
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44. A method according to claim 19Avherein said micro vesicles are 
microbubbles bounded by a gas/liquid inte/face made from dissolved 
phospholipids 

45. The method of claim 19, v^herein the micro vesicles are 
microballoons bounded by a material/envelope made of an organic 



polymeric membrane. 

46. The method of claim 45, wherein the polymers of the 
membrane are selected front polwactissor polyglycolic acid and their 
copolymers, heat denaturable /serum albumin, heat denaturable hemoglobin, 



polystyrene, and esters of ] 



lyglutamic and polyaspartic acids. 



^4: 



47. The method cj^ cmipa / 46, wherein the micro vesicles are made 
from heat denaturable serum /albumin and filled with SF 6 . 

48. The method of fclaim 46, wherein the micro vesicles are made 
from heat denaturable serum albumin and filled with CF 4 . 

49. The method of claim 46, wherein the microvesicles are made 
from heat denaturable serpm albumin and filled with CBrF v 
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253085 



